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State Bar of Arizona Task Force on Persons with Disabilities
Accessibility Committee Site Visit
Maricopa County Superior Court

Phoenix, Arizona

SURVEY BACKGROUND

Facility: Maricopa County Superior Court, 101/201 W. Jefferson, Phoenix, AZ
85003; Original Courthouse, 125 W. Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ 85003

Date: February 24, 2004

Team: Scott Greeves (team leader), AZ Department of Revenue; Christina
Larson, Jaburg & Wilk P.C.; Jim Reed, Jaburg & Wilk P.C.; Carrie Sherman, State Bar of
Arizona

County Personnel: Hugh Gallagher, Deputy Court Administrator; Richard
Iburgia, Facilities/Space Planner; Milli Lee, Loss Prevention Consultant
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Overview

The Superior Courthouse Complex is located 201 West Jefferson in downtown
Phoenix, Arizona, and consists of three connecting buildings (east, central, and west
courthouses). The complex also includes the original courthouse, built in 1913 (OCH).
OCH is a separate, free-standing building located across the street to the north, at 125
West Washington.

Remodeling to the main complex, built around 1975, is being completed in stages;
however, due to budgetary constraints, not all floors or courtrooms will be remodeled.
There are four (4) electronic courtrooms in the east and central buildings.

Juror Parking

Free juror parking is at the garage at 5th Avenue and Jackson. It is a long four
block walk to the jury assembly room on 3rd Avenue over poorly maintained back
streets. The jury shuttle bus from the parking garage to the court building did not have a
wheelchair lift.

Entrances and Exits

The main entrance to the east building was recently remodeled. Part of the
remodeling involved installing an accessible ramp. Previously, there was only stair
access to this entrance. The doors at this entrance have a less than five pound pull, but
there is not an automatic opener. Security personnel are always stationed just inside the
doorway and can assist someone entering the courthouse.
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East Building

In several areas throughout the building, the universal accessibility signs are black
and white. We recommend a switch to the more well known and recognizable blue and
white signage.

Old Courthouse

Upon approaching the beautiful old building, good signage directs people to the
accessible ramped entrance. Once inside, there is a ramp from lower ground level to first
floor and the elevators.




