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SURVEY BACKGROUND

Facility: Tonto Apache Tribal Court, Tonto Apache Reservation #30, Payson, Arizona,
85541

Date: April 26, 2004

Team: Emily Johnston (Board of Governors, State Bar of Arizona) (team leader); Jim
Reed (Jaburg & Wilk PA); and Carrie Sherman (State Bar of Arizona).

Court Personnel: James Katches, Probation Officer. Also present: Ivan Smith, Vice
Chairman, Tribal Council, Tonto Apache Tribe.
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Overview

This facility is a relatively new (August 2002) tribal courthouse that is basic yet
effectively accessible. The tribal court services 130 tribal members. The disease and disability
awareness of the tribal courthouse was reflected in the assistance for persons suffering from
diabetes. The team did not observe any significant access-related issues for disabled persons.
Court administrators and personnel are aware of issues pertaining to access for disabled persons.
The team met Ivan Smith, Vice Chairman of the Tribal Council and the general contractor for the
courthouse facility, who had mobility impairments and used a cane extensively. Specific
observations follow.

Parking

Parking is not extensive but is sufficient, located outside the front of the building.
Sufficient handicapped parking spaces exist, and are clearly marked and are ADA-compliant,
including car-side set aside spaces for wheelchair exit and entry. The parking lot has no incline
or step/level obstructions requiring cut curbs on the path to the main entrance.

Entrance

The entryway had an automatic double door entrance, with prominent signage and an
easily operated push button. As with the entry, there was no problem with the exit, using a crash
bar to push it open.


